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The Better Housing Coalition receives the Best Housing Organization Award at the 2008 Governor’s Housing Conference
In recognition of 20 years of addressing a wide-range of housing needs, the Better Housing Coalition was presented with the Best Housing Organization Award at the 2008 Housing Awards presented at the Governor’s Housing Conference, being held a the Hampton Roads Convention Center.

The Better Housing Coalition uses stakeholder and resident support to create well designed, sustainable communities and works within their communities to improve the lives of residents with support services and property management.
Through their partnerships, the Better Housing Coalition has created more than 1,000 affordable housing units available to rent or own for singles, families and seniors in all income and age groups throughout the Richmond metro area.  
“The Better Housing Coalition’s developments have brought long-term benefits to their surrounding neighborhoods,” said Bill Shelton, Director of the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), who presented the awards. “They work strategically to include private developers and stimulate additional residential and commercial growth nearby.”

Some of the projects completed by the Better Housing Coalition include: Cary Street, Winchester Greens, Randolph Place, Columns on Grove, Carter Woods and Church Hill.   Many of the coalition’s properties are built to green standards, ensuring energy lower utility costs and a healthy environment for residents.
The coalition also provides a range of services and programs – including a Community Social Work Program, child care, after school programs, health initiatives and adult education opportunities.

Additional award winners this year include:  
· Best Housing Development Award, Virginia Beach Community Development Corporation, Biznet Village
· Best Housing Preservation/Revitalization Effort, RPJ Housing, Mountain Oaks Apartments
· Best Housing Program Award, Fairfax County, Workforce Housing

· Best Affordable Housing Energy Conservation Effort, EarthCraft Virginia, EarthCraft Multifamily Program
The Governor’s Housing Conference is Virginia’s largest and most comprehensive affordable housing event of the year.  The three-day event features workshops and sessions designed to help public and private sector representatives develop effective housing solutions in Virginia.   Nearly 900 affordable housing advocates, providers, and policy makers gathered each year at the conference.  
For more information about the conference, visit: www.vagovernorshousingconference.com.  
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David Smith, Deputy Secretary of Commerce and Trade, presents the Better Housing Coalition with their award at the 2008 Governor’s Housing Conference
Governor’s Housing Conference ( The Jackson Center ( 501 North Second Street (Richmond, VA 23219
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