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EarthCraft Virginia receives Best Affordable Housing Energy Conservation Effort award at the 2008 Governor’s Housing Conference
Each year at the Housing Awards Luncheon presented at the Governor’s Housing Conference awards are presented for Best Housing Organization, Best Housing Rehabilitation Effort, Best Housing Development Award, and Best Affordable Housing Development.

This year, the Best Affordable Housing Energy Conservation Effort award was presented for the first time, and recognizes EarthCraft Virginia for the EarthCraft MultiFamily Program.  
EarthCraft Virginia, a partnership between the Virginia Community Development Corporation and Southface Energy Institute, is a voluntary certification process for multifamily and single family residential housing, and serves as a blueprint for healthy, comfortable homes that reduce utility bills and protect the environment

“EarthCraft Virginia is one of the first green building programs to have a certification process for both new construction and renovations for multifamily projects,” said Bill Shelton, Director of the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), who presented the awards.  “We are pleased to present them the first ever Best Affordable Housing Energy Conservation Effort award.”
To date EarthCraft Virginia has certified 11 projects with 49 under construction, comprising more than 500 units of affordable housing.  EarthCraft utilizes a holistic, point-based worksheet to address all aspects of energy efficiency, including: durability, indoor air quality, resource efficiency, waste management, and water conservation.  Projects must show a 15 percent improvement over the 2004 Energy Code, or 30 percent improvement over baseline in regards to renovations.
Additional award winners this year include:  
· Best Housing Development Award, Virginia Beach Community Development Corporation, Biznet Village
· Best Housing Preservation/Revitalization Effort, RPJ Housing, Mountain Oaks Apartments
· Best Housing Organization, Better Housing Coalition
· Best Affordable Housing Development, Virginia Beach Community Development Corporation, Biznet Village
The Governor’s Housing Conference is Virginia’s largest and most comprehensive affordable housing event of the year.  The three-day event features workshops and sessions designed to help public and private sector representatives develop effective housing solutions in Virginia.   Nearly 900 affordable housing advocates, providers, and policy makers gathered each year at the conference.  
For more information about the conference, visit: www.vagovernorshousingconference.com.  
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Deputy Director of Commerce and Trade David Smith presents EarthCraft Virginia with their award at the 2008 Governor’s Housing Conference
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