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Fairfax County receives Best Housing Program Award at the 2008 Governor’s Housing Conference
Each year the Best Housing Program award is presented to an organization that has demonstrated innovative and creative efforts toward providing assistance for a variety of housing needs.  This year’s award was presented to Fairfax County at the Housing Awards ceremony held at the 2008 Governor’s Housing Conference, held this year at the Hampton Roads Convention Center. 
“Through the Magnet House initiative, Fairfax County has worked to provide affordable workforce housing in an area with the nation’s highest job growth – and highest housing costs,” said Bill Shelton, Director of the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), who presented the awards.  
“Recognizing that many Fairfax County employees could no longer afford to live in the community in which they work, the county launched the Magnet House Initiative.”
Magnet House, lead by the Fairfax County Redevelopment and Housing Authority, began in 2004 and works in partnership with the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department, the County Police, Sheriff’s Office, Fairfax County Public Schools, and Inova Health Services to provide affordable workforce housing for firefighters, police officers, nurses, teachers and school bus drivers. 

To date, 845 units of new workforce housing have been ranging from 50 to 100 percent of the area median income.  Additionally, Fairfax County has opened a dialogue on this issue and is planning a major mixed-income housing development in close proximity to the government center.
Additional award winners this year include:  
· Best Housing Development Award, Virginia Beach Community Development Corporation, Biznet Village
· Best Housing Preservation/Revitalization Effort, RPJ Housing, Mountain Oaks Apartments
· Best Housing Organization, Better Housing Coalition
· Best Affordable Housing Energy Conservation Effort, EarthCraft Virginia, EarthCraft Multifamily Program
The Governor’s Housing Conference is Virginia’s largest and most comprehensive affordable housing event of the year.  The three-day event features workshops and sessions designed to help public and private sector representatives develop effective housing solutions in Virginia.   Nearly 900 affordable housing advocates, providers, and policy makers gathered each year at the conference.  
For more information about the conference, visit: www.vagovernorshousingconference.com.  
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