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RPJ Housing receives Best Housing Preservation/Revitalization Effort award at the 2008 Governor’s Housing Conference
RPJ Housing has been awarded the Best Housing Preservation/Revitalization Effort award at the 2008 Housing Awards presented at the Governor’s Housing Conference, being held a the Hampton Roads Convention Center.

The Best Housing Preservation/Revitalization Effort is presented each year for a housing activity aimed at preserving existing affordable housing stock, or using housing as a critical component of a broad revitalization effort.  

RPJ Housing received the award for the remarkable revitalization and transformation of the Fairfield Apartments complex into the Mountain Oaks Apartments.  
“The Fairfield Apartments complex was considered a blight to the neighborhood,” said Bill Shelton, Director of the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), who presented the awards.  “The building was in disrepair and ridden with crime, but through RPJ Housing, Mountain Oaks has been completely transformed.”  

RPJ Housing renovated the property, made accessible housing improvements, and pursued EarthCraft certification to maintain low utility and operating costs.  
In addition to the physical makeover, RPJ Housing worked with the Front Royal police chief to secure additional police patrols and residents have organized a Mountain Oaks Neighborhood Watch program.  The new Mountain Oaks apartments provide safe and affordable housing to 59 families with incomes ranging from 40 to 60 percent of the Area Median Income.

Additional award winners include:  
· Best Housing Development Award, Virginia Beach Community Development Corporation, Biznet Village
· Best Housing Program Award, Fairfax County, Workforce Housing

· Best Housing Organization, Better Housing Coalition

· Best Affordable Housing Energy Conservation Effort, EarthCraft Virginia, EarthCraft Multifamily Program
The Governor’s Housing Conference is Virginia’s largest and most comprehensive affordable housing event of the year.  The three-day event features workshops and sessions designed to help public and private sector representatives develop effective housing solutions in Virginia.   Nearly 900 affordable housing advocates, providers, and policy makers gathered each year at the conference.  
For more information about the conference, visit: www.vagovernorshousingconference.com.  
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Deputy Director of Commerce and Trade David Smith presents RPJ Housing with the Best Affordable Housing Preservation/Rehabilitation Award at the 2008 Governor’s Housing Conference
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